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BOROUGH OF WILKINSBURG COUNCIL MEETING

Planning Session 

December 2, 2009
CALL TO ORDER
President Moore called the meeting to order at approximately 7:10 PM in Council Chambers, second floor of the Municipal Building, 605 Ross Ave., Wilkinsburg, PA.  

ROLL CALL
The roll was called to establish a quorum.  Present were:  Ms. Ervin, Ms. Evans, Ms. Trice, Mr. Lewis, Ms. Nicholas and President Moore.  Also present were Mayor John Thompson, Marla P. Marcinko, Borough Manager and Isobel Storch from the Law Offices of Patricia McGrail.  Absent were Ms. Edwards and Mr. Cohn.  Ms. McCarthy-Johnson arrived at 8:15 p.m.  A quorum was established.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

SPECIAL PRESENTATION
Megan Lape of the Mercy Health System provided an overview of the facility at Garden View Manor Comprehensive Mental Health Personal Care Home formerly the Jane Holmes Personal Care Home that has been newly renovated and its located on Swissvale Ave.
PUBLIC COMMENT

Brian Maloney – Eastern Area Pre-Hospital Services –Provided the emergency services report for the month of November.  He reported there were a total of three-hundred eleven (311) calls in November.  Emergency response times were six minutes, twenty-three seconds (6 minutes, 23 seconds) with non emergency calls response times being eight minutes forty-one seconds (8 minutes, 41 seconds).  Mr. Maloney requested assistance from Council to support efforts to increase Medicare reimbursements through the Medicare Ambulance Access Preservation Act.  The support is needed to maintain funding for emergency services.

Linda Law – 908 Wood St. –Provided a reminder about the Holiday Parade on December 5, 2009 at 11:00 a.m.  The line-up begins at 10:00 a.m. with refreshments at the Wilkinsburg High School following the parade.  A first time musical program is planned for 5:00 p.m. at the High School followed by light up night.

Wilburt Wright-1315 Clark St. – Requested a copy of the new guidelines for public comment at Council meetings.

Kate Luxemburg – 432 Rebecca Ave.- Inquired about recent break-ins at the Peebles Square development.  She advised that the reorganization meeting for the Wilkinsburg

School District Board is currently taking place.  She commented that she has obtained Section 8 voucher information which indicates that there are five thousand twenty (5,020) participants in Allegheny County with Wilkinsburg participants at six hundred sixteen (616).
RESOLUTIONS

09-115  

Hiring Otis Carswell for Laborer position in the Department of public Works.

Moved:  Mr. Lewis




Second:  Ms. Ervin

Yes:  Ms. Ervin, Ms. Evans, Ms. Trice, Mr. Lewis, Ms. Nicholas, President Moore

Motion carried

09-116

Hiring Joseph Saunders for Laborer position in the Department of public Works.

Moved:  Mr. Lewis




Second:  Ms. Evans
Yes:  Ms. Evans, Ms. Trice, Mr. Lewis, Ms. Nicholas, Ms. Ervin, President Moore

Motion carried

REPORT FROM THE MAYOR
Mayor Thompson reported:

· For the month of November, the Police Department recorded thirty-four (34) arrests.

· The Police Department began the “Beat Patrol” in the Business District.

· Public Safety Meeting with business owners is scheduled for December 8, 2009 at 8:30 a.m. at the Wilkinsburg Community Development office.

· The Public Safety Forum will be held on December 15, 2009 from 5:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. in the third floor auditorium of the Municipal Building

· There will be a lot of activities taking place for the holiday celebration on December 5, 2009.
· “Wilkinsburg Sings” will be held throughout the community on December 19, 2009 from 6:00-7:00 p.m.

· The WCDC Board meeting will be held on December 10, 2009 at Hosanna House from 6:00-8:00 p.m.

Report from Council President

President Moore provided the Adult Library Report:

· 2010 Calendars available featuring historic scenes of Wilkinsburg.  The calendars can be mailed for an additional charge of $1.25
· Children’s story time will be held on Saturday, December 19, 2009, at 1:00 p.m. in the Children’s Department.

· The Eastridge Branch is hosting Holiday Celebration on Wednesday, December 23, 2009 at 11 a.m.

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES

Economic Development Committee – Ms. Evans reported:
· Peebles Square houses were broken into and appliances were stolen.

· Pittsburgh History and Landmarks Foundation (PHLF) have issued a RFP for an engineering study and market analysis for potential use of the Penn-Lincoln Hotel.  This project is moving forward.

Infrastructure Committee- Ms. Ervin reported:
· The Infrastructure Committee meeting is scheduled for December 7, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the Borough Building.

Personnel Committee – Ms. Nicholas reported:
· Questioned the appropriate place on the agenda to discuss the issue on the eligibility of a Civil Service Commissioner to serve on the Commission.  Ms. Nicholas was advised that the issue should be raised as New Business.

Public Safety Committee – In Mr. Cohn’s absence, Ms. Marcinko reported:
· The proposed public safety legislation relating to graffiti and nuisance properties has been reviewed by the Committee with the following recommendations:

· Repeal the current legislation in its entirety and adopt the new legislation.
· Amend the ordinance to be consistent with the PA Statute which provides for a maximum of $1,000 fine and to establish a minimum penalty.

· Whether to keep the provision relating to forfeiture of personal property.

· To designate the authorized party to create a special trust fund for fines and fees collected.

· Retain the current Severability clause.

· Delete “no enforcement area”.

· The need for training for Code Enforcement and the Police Department for enforcement upon adoption of the nuisance property ordinance.

Mr. Lewis reported that letters will be sent to residents to have MIU’s (Meter Interface Unit) installed which will provide for the remote reading of water meters.  Another campaign for this project will be conducted in the spring of 2010.  Mr. Lewis described WPJWA MIU Program and commented that Wilkinsburg will be the first community in the service territory to go to monthly billing.

President Moore announced that Isobel Storch has been appointed by Mayor Luke Ravenstahl to serve on the Ethics Hearing Board.
Ms. Evans requested support for a resolution to support Clean Energy Jobs and American Power Act.  Ms. Evans read the resolution to Council.

09-117  Resolution of support for Clean Energy Jobs and American Power Act.

Moved:  Ms. Evans




Second:  Mr. Lewis

Yes:  Ms. Trice, Mr. Lewis, Ms. Nicholas, Ms. Ervin, Ms. Evans, President Moore

Motion carried
President Moore announced a free cell phone program sponsored by Safe Link at 1-800 Safe Link or www.safelink.com.

REPORT FROM BOROUGH MANAGER 

Ms. Marcinko requested Council’s direction in proceeding with the recommendation for Portnoff Law Associates for the Sheriff’s Sale of twelve properties.

A motion was made by Ms. Evans, second by Ms. Nicholas, to proceed with the Sheriff’s Sale of the twelve (12) properties recommended by Porttnoff Law Associates.

Ms. McCarthy-Johnson arrived at approximately 8:15 p.m.

Ms. Storch described the rationale for the selection of properties for Sheriff’s Sale.

Yes:  Mr. Lewis, Ms. McCarthy-Johnson, Ms. Nicholas, Ms. Evans, President Moore

No:   Ms. Ervin, Ms. Trice
Motion carried

A motion was made by Ms. Nicholas, second by Ms. Ervin, to remove Lucille Prater-Holliday form Civil Service Commission due to her ineligibility to serve as she is not a qualified electorate of the Borough of Wilkinsburg and instructing the Borough Manager to notify her of the action and authorize filling of the vacancy within thirty (30) days.

Mr. Lewis questioned if Ms. Prater-Holliday was questioned directly about her residency.  Ms. Marcinko was not aware of any direct communication with Ms. Prater-Holliday but that an investigation was conducted by the Wilkinsburg Police Department.  Solicitor Storch advised that the Solicitor of the Civil Service Commission was not provided with a Wilkinsburg Borough address form Ms. Prater-Holliday for mailing purposes.  The investigation revealed Ms. Prater-Holliday does not live at her last given address.

Yes:  Ms. Evans, Ms. McCarthy-Johnson, Ms. Nicholas, Ms. Ervin, President Moore

No:  Mr. Lewis
Abstain:  Ms. Trice

Motion carried 5:1 with one abstention

ADJOURNMENT

Being no further business, on motion by Mr. Lewis, second by Ms. Nicholas, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:22 PM.  

________________________________________

Eugenia Moore, Council President
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